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PIONEER SQUARE EAST-WEST STREETS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello from the Seattle Waterfront! Thank you for taking the time to join us today to learn more about the Pioneer Square East-West Streets Pedestrian Improvements project. Today, we’ll provide a very high-level overview of the Waterfront Seattle program, and then we’ll dive into the Pioneer Square project itself.




WATERFRONT SEATTLE
PROGRAM AREA
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Presentation Notes
First, we are going to give you a little background on the Waterfront program. The Waterfront program is made up of 15 projects that will make it easier for everyone to access, interact with, and experience this incredible location through improved accessibility and increased programming.




NEW ALASKAN WAY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There will be a new park, called the promenade, to the west of the roadway next to the piers and the water. In addition, there will be a separated two-way bike path between the park and the roadway. 



NEW PUBLIC SPACES
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The waterfront program also involves creating new and improved public spaces, including Pier 62, as shown here, Pier 58, and the Overlook Walk. To the north, improvements will continue up through Belltown, just south of the Olympic Sculpture Park. This will include a new Elliott Way surface street, an extension of Bell Street Park, and improvements to the Lenora Street Pedestrian bridge. 



WATERFRONT SEATTLE
PROGRAM AREA: PIONEER SQUARE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Connecting the city to the waterfront is another big focus of this program. The Overlook Walk will provide a direct connection between Pike Place Market and the waterfront; the Pike Pine Renaissance project will connect the waterfront to central downtown and Capitol Hill; and, in the pink box to the left, the  Pioneer Square East-West Streets Pedestrian Improvements Project will make it easier to walk to Pioneer Square from the new waterfront.  Let’s zoom in a little closer





PIONEER SQUARE 
EAST-WEST STREETS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Pioneer Square East-West Streets Pedestrian Improvement project focuses on reconnecting the core of Pioneer Square to the new waterfront promenade through a series of high-impact pedestrian improvements on portions of Yesler Way, South Washington Street, South Main Street and South King Street between Alaskan Way and Second Avenue. 
The project’s primary objectives are to provide safe, accessible and convenient pedestrian connections, and to foster positive city life and activity.



PROJECT VALUES
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Presentation Notes
The project is centered around several key values, including making these spaces vibrant, more accessible, comfortable, and equitable while also being respectful of the rich history and community that lives in Pioneer Square. 



WHAT WE’VE HEARD

• Maximize pedestrian space on east-
west streets

• Convert Main and Washington 
to narrow, one-way streets

• Build raised intersections and curbless
streets to improve access for all

• Address safety for all, including 
pedestrian safety

• Prioritize vehicle loading zones over 
short-term parking spots

• Respect the lived experiences and 
cultures of indigenous and Coast Salish 
people

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through extensive public outreach, including two community open houses between April and July 2019, we’ve heard from more than 170 people and received over 200 comments on our online open house. 

The key takeaways were to: 
Maximize pedestrian space on east-west streets
Convert Main and Washington to narrow, one-way streets
Build raised intersections and curbless streets to improve access for all
Address safety for all, including pedestrian safety
Prioritize vehicle loading zones over short-term parking spots, and
Respect the lived experiences and cultures of indigenous and Coast Salish people 



PROJECT PLAN VIEW
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As we mentioned, the project focuses on four key east-west connections, including Yesler Way and South Washington, South Main and South King streets. Through site analysis and conversations with the community, the areas within the dashed boxes were identified as the most transformational opportunities for pedestrians in the neighborhood.  We’ll now step through each street going first to Yesler, then discussing  South Washington and South Main, then, finally, South King Street. 



YESLER WAY – STREET PLAN
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Here is a plan view of Yesler Way between Alaskan Way on the left and First Avenue on the right. At Alaskan Way, both cyclists and pedestrians coming to or from the ferry terminal can only cross on the north leg of the intersection. Thus, improvements to the pedestrian experience address the northern sidewalk with new sidewalks, curb bulbs and plantings to connect people walking between the ferry terminal, Pioneer Square Park, and the Link Light rail station. For cyclists, a planted median offers a buffer from adjacent vehicles. 



YESLER WAY – PRESENT DAY 
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In addition to the improvements along the north side of Yesler, the design capitalizes on site-specific opportunities at Yesler and Western. Already without the Viaduct you can get a sense of the panoramic sweep that pedestrians pausing at the south side of Yesler Way and Western Avenue can enjoy. The view is one of those “only-in-Seattle” moments where one can glimpse the snow-capped Olympics to the left and the gleaming terracotta façade of Smith Tower to the right.  



YESLER WAY DESIGN

Rendering by MIG
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Here the design transforms the simple sidewalk into an engaging outdoor room, buffered from the street by a planted raingarden. Inspired by the stacked lumberyards of Henry Yesler’s original mill that sat on this site in the 1800s, timber decking, benches and sidewalk cafes provide Pioneer Square visitors with a place to sit, rest and take in local and regional scenery under a pair of distinctive new street trees. 



MAIN AND WASHINGTON STREETS

Rendering by MIG
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Shifting southward, we see a plan for the improvements to Washington and Main Streets, between Alaskan Way on the left and Second Avenue on the right. Occidental Park sits near the center of the image and offers a special opportunity to connect the promenade along Alaskan Way to the thriving plazas of Occidental Park. 
To provide more generous pedestrian spaces, create opportunities for in-ground plantings, and relieve pressure on older, underground infrastructure, the proposed improvements shown here reconfigure traffic patterns on these two streets. Both will be single-lane, one-way streets so that Main Street has traffic flowing eastbound and Washington has it flowing westbound. Second Avenue would be converted to a two-way street. 
Slow traffic speeds and low vehicle volumes, coupled with the streets’ curbless design and rich materials palette helps reinforce the message that cars are the invited guests into these humane and capacious streetscapes.
Feedback from adjacent businesses stressed the importance of curb space for parking, loading and pickup and drop off. Therefore, usable curb space tends to be clustered near First Avenue, with its numerous retail and restaurant establishments. East of Occidental Avenue on both Washington and Main, the parking patterns are reconfigured to provide extra on-street parking capacity. 



WASHINGTON STREET DESIGN
LOOKING WEST

Rendering by MIG
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Because the connection to the waterfront is the animating goal of this project, visitors will find a “green gateway” into the neighborhood at the western ends of both South Main Street and South Washington Street, as seen here in this rendering looking west from near First Avenue. This densely planted zone preserves views out to the water and, from the promenade, into the neighborhood. Set within these planted areas, wooden decks provide seating alcoves for businesses to occupy or for people to linger.��The Pioneer Square East West streets are also some of the first times within the entire waterfront program where the project’s improvements cross the City’s original shoreline. That idea is memorialized in the “Shoreline Alley paving,” shown here in the middle of the image, which makes an explicit allusion to the historic edge of the water. 




WASHINGTON STREET –
PRESENT DAY
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Moving up Washington Street toward Occidental Park, you can see what Washington Street looks like today. There are curbs on each side of the road, inconsistent curb ramps, and wide pedestrian crossings. 




WASHINGTON STREET DESIGN
LOOKING EAST

Rendering by MIG
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Once the improvements to Washington Street are completed, pedestrians will have a much narrower crossing, framed by new in-ground plantings. Vehicles, now travelling in one direction toward the water, will rise up slightly and slow as they enter the Washington and Occidental intersection. Still paved in brick but now curbless with protective bollards, the intersections will be easier for all community members to navigate. Rugged, iron tactile warning strips will signal to blind users that they are entering the travelway.  



MAIN STREET – PRESENT DAY
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Today, Main Street at Occidental Mall looks like this, with almost forty feet of roadway pavement for pedestrians to traverse and a pastiche of paving materials



MAIN STREET DESIGN
LOOKING EAST

Rendering by MIG

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once constructed, the revamped Main Street and Occidental Mall intersection will be transformed for all users. With bollards protecting pedestrians, the curbless intersection will make the space more accessible and pedestrian friendly. The project’s consistent brick pavers gently fold into Pioneer Square’s existing materials palette while the new native plantings—including evergreen huckleberry, salal, Douglas asters, camas and lupines—connect the site to its ecological past and provide habitat for birds and butterflies on this land once again. 



KING STREET – PRESENT DAY
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The improvements to King Street are more modest in nature, extending the greening that was recently installed by the new development at Alaskan and King further to the west to connect with Occidental Mall and King Street Station. 




KING STREET PLAN

Rendering by MIG
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A new curb bulb shortens the King Street crossing at First Avenue and allows more greenery—shrubs, perennials and trees—to take root making a more human scaled pedestrian experience and giving some relief from the sun during the warm summer months. The mid-block crossing is removed focusing pedestrian crossings to the intersections.



PROJECT SCHEDULE AND BUDGET
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Now you are likely wondering when you’ll be able to walk down these improved streets in Pioneer Square. Well, we are currently in the design phase, reaching final design by the end of 2021. Construction is anticipated to begin in summer of 2022 and be done by fall of 2023.  



QUESTIONS?
Contact us at:
info@waterfrontseattle.org
206.499.8040
waterfrontseattle.org

22

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about Pioneer Square East-West Connections today! Please feel free to share any questions or comments with us via the email and phone number shown on this slide. Stay tuned for additional engagement opportunities by signing up for our program emails at www.waterfrontseattle.org. 

https://waterfrontseattle.org/
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